
Candy Cane 
Baby Bib or 
Dishcloth 

By Carol Petersen 
 

This pattern has been written for Yarn’s second 
annual “Twelve Patterns of Christmas” event.  It 
will be available at Yarn for free, with 
appropriate recommendations for yarn 
purchases.  If you are in the Hutchinson KS 

area, you should stop by and see the original.  It is a quick knit that is great for last 
minute gifts. 

I saw this stitch in The Ultimate Sourcebook of Knitting and Crochet Stitches by the 
editors of Reader’s Digest when I got the book, and I have always wanted to try it.  I 
finally found the perfect project.  To me, this bib cries out, “I am perfect for Baby’s First 
Christmas!  Knit me quick!!!”  Even if you don’t have a baby to outfit, you can omit the 
strap and make a dishcloth to clean up the Christmas dinner dishes.  (Mom and I have 
found that this task goes best with the beverages left over in the blender.)  

Materials: 

Yarn: Cascade Sierra (100 gr/3.5 oz, 191 yds) 1 skein of two colors 

 A:  Color 19 (red) 

 B:  Color 01 (white) 

Needles: US Size 7 

Additional materials: 

 4 stitch markers 

 2 large snaps 

 2 buttons to disguise snaps 

Gauge:  18 stitches and 40 rows =4”x4” in garter stitch (gauge is not critical)     

Finished Measurements:  Small 7”x7”, Large 10”x10” 

Baby Bib/Dishcloth Instructions: Large size bib or dishcloth is in ( ). 

Cast on 37 (53) stitches in color A.  Knit (k) to last stitch, purl (p) 1. 
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Pattern Stitch: 

Row 1: (RS)  Using color B, (k1, slip 1) 3 (5) times, place marker (pm), k10, pm, sl1, 
(k1, sl1) 2 (4) times, pm, k10, pm, sl1, (k1, sl1) 2 (4) times, k1. 

Row 2: (WS)  With color B, sl2, (p1, sl1) 2 (4) times, with yarn in back (wyb) k10, with 
yarn in front (wyf) sl1, (p1, sl1) 2(4) times, wyb k10, wyf sl1, (p1, sl1) 2 (4) 
times, sl1. 

Row 3: Using color A, k2, (sl1, k1) 2 (4) times, k10, k1, (sl1, k1) 2 (4) times, k10, k1, 
(sl1, k1) 2 (4) times, k1. 

Row 4: With color A, (sl1, p1) 3 (5) times, wyb k10, wyf p1, (sl1, p1) 2 (4) times, wyb 
k10, wyf p1, (sl1, p1) 2 (4) times, sl1. 

Repeat Rows 1-4 until dishcloth measures 7” (10”) long, ending on Row 2. 

With color A, knit to last stitch, p1.  Slip first stitch, then knit to end of row.  Bind off 
loosely. 

 

Baby Bib Strap: 

Using color A, cast on 52 (65) stitches.  Knit one row. 

Dropping color A and picking up color B, knit 2 rows. 

Changing back to color A, knit 2 rows. 

(For large size bib, knit 2 rows of B, then 2 rows of A.) 

Using color A, bind off all stitches loosely. 

Sew “bump” sides of snaps on wrong side of strap 1” from ends.  Sew buttons on right 
side over the snaps to cover the stitching.  Sew the “hole” sides of snaps on the right 
side of the bib 1” from the top and centered on the red and white vertical stripes. 
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Large 


